
COMMUNITY & CHILDREN'S SERVICES COMMITTEE 
 

Friday, 6 March 2020  
 

Minutes of the meeting of the Community & Children's Services Committee held at 
Committee Rooms, West Wing, Guildhall on Friday, 6 March 2020 at 11.00 am 

 
Present 
 
Members: 
Randall Anderson (Chairman) 
Ruby Sayed (Deputy Chairman) 
George Abrahams 
Munsur Ali 
Matthew Bell 
Peter Bennett 
Mary Durcan 
Helen Fentimen 
John Fletcher 
Marianne Fredericks 
Alderman John Garbutt 
 

Alderman Prem Goyal 
Alderman David Graves 
Graeme Harrower 
Natasha Maria Cabrera Lloyd-Owen 
Deputy Joyce Nash 
Barbara Newman 
Susan Pearson 
William Pimlott 
Henrika Priest 
James de Sausmarez 
 

Officers: 
Liam Gillespie 
Andrew Shorten  
Nicholas Sommerville 

- Community & Children's Services 
- City Surveyor's Department 
- City Surveyor's Department 

Dr Sandra Husbands - Director of Public Health 

Mark Jarvis - Chamberlain's Department 

Gerald Mehrtens - Community & Children's Services 

Leanne Murphy - Town Clerk's Department 

Paul Murtagh - Community & Children's Services Department 

Geraldine Pote - Culture, Heritage and Libraries 

Theresa Shortland - Community and Children's Services 

Chandni Tanna - Media Team, Town Clerk's Department 

Ian Tweedie - Community & Children's Services 

Carol Boswarthack 
 

- Barbican and Community Libraries 

 
1. APOLOGIES  

Apologies were received from Rehana Ameer, Deputy Catherine McGuinness, 
Benjamin Murphy, Laura Jørgensen, Dhruv Patel, Caroline Haines, Deputy the 
Revd Stephen Haines, Angus Knowles-Cutler and Jason Pritchard.  
 

2. MEMBERS' DECLARATIONS UNDER THE CODE OF CONDUCT IN 
RESPECT OF ITEMS ON THE AGENDA  
The following declarations were made: 

- Susan Pearson declared a pecuniary interest regarding item 24 but noted 
that a dispensation was approved in July 2019 allowing her to speak. 



- William Pimlott and Helen Fentimen noted that they are School Governors 
of Prior Weston Primary School. 
 

3. MINUTES  
RESOLVED, that – the public minutes and non-public summary of the meeting 
held on 7 February 2020 be agreed subject to an amendment regarding the 
motion concerning trialling evening meetings. 
 
Matters arising 

1. In respect of the City Corporation’s lost appeal against the decision of the 
First Tier Tribunal concerning Great Arthur House, a Member felt that 
strong reasons were needed for an appeal against this decision to be 
pursued. Members were advised that the Chairman and Deputy Chairman 
had approved the decision to pursue a second appeal and it was agreed 
that Members would be sent the confidential legal documents and tribunal 
decision for scrutiny.    

2. With regards to the Homeless and Rough Sleeping Sub Committee’s 
options appraisal bid, Members were informed that the bid was approved 
at the recent Court of Common Council meeting and a report would be 
brought to the April Committee meeting.   

 
4. OUTSTANDING ACTIONS  

Members received the Committee’s Outstanding Actions list. 
 
With regards to the action concerning the annual review of the terms of reference 
and a trial of evening meetings, Members were advised that three provisional 
dates had been circulated which were not on Fridays. It was agreed that following 
the trial, a longer-term formal process approved with HR was needed. Officers 
confirmed a report would follow.  
 

5. REPAIRS SERVICE  
Members were advised that this presentation was to be deferred to another 
meeting of the Committee. 
 

6. EXTENDED OPENING HOURS AT BARBICAN LIBRARY  
Members received a report of the Director of Community and Children’s Services 
summarising the impact on service provision at Barbican Library following the 
extension of opening hours on Fridays.  
 
Members were informed that since the update at the Committee’s January 
meeting, the hours had been extended following the positive feedback of the 
public user survey. It was noted that footfall had been maintained and user 
numbers were now more spread out across the opening hours.       
 
Members congratulated the Barbican Library particularly for the great work they 
do with children.  
 
RECEIVED. 
 
 



7. EDUCATION PERFORMANCE FOR CITY PRIMARY PUPILS 2019  
Members received an annual report of the Director of Community and Children’s 
Services providing information on the educational outcomes for primary aged 
children who live in the City of London. 
 
Members were mindful that some of the datasets included much smaller numbers 
of children which made a bigger impact on the overall outcomes compared with 
the larger school datasets. 
 
A Member queried if a section could be included to explain challenges and issues 
experienced by the schools and if Members could receive the answers to 
suggested questions for governors. Officers confirmed the Committee could 
receive this information, but a general summary of issues included funding, air 
quality, increased SEND student numbers and staff shortages). It was noted that 
schools were subject to extensive scrutiny and the minutes of governing bodies 
were available online.  
 
A Member questioned the accuracy of the statement: “City of London is the 28th 
most deprived local authority in London out of 33 according to the 2015 Indices 
of Multiple Deprivation (up from 32nd IMD 2010)”. Members were advised that 
this sentence should say affluent rather than deprived. In response to Member’s 
concerns regarding the accuracy of the data provided, Officers confirmed that 
GLA figures were used but this did not always correlate with the City 
Corporation’s residential population list. It was agreed that it would be helpful for 
Members to receive this list. 
 
It was noted that Portsoken had the highest level of deprivation in the City and a 
Member felt that access of low-income families to facilities should be monitored. 
An Officer confirmed the schools were aware of which students were eligible for 
pupil premium and where they lived to ensure they were receiving the additional 
funding from their Local Authority.  
 
In response to a Member requesting context, Officers confirmed that a funding 
formula was used but one school did not have a school forum to work on funding 
issues and required direct assistance from the City Corporation. With regards to 
secondary schools, Members were advised that a report would come to the 
Committee in May detailing these pupils and Officers agreed to include a 
summary for choices by students as an appendix.   
 
A Member stated that it was important for exclusions to be reported even if there 
were none. It was confirmed that there had been no exclusions, and this would 
be reported going forward.  
 
In response to a query concerning breakfast clubs, Members were informed that 
schools were providing breakfast and after school clubs and holiday schemes.  
 
In response to a request for a Member visit to the schools, an Officer stated that 
there were a number of events coming up that Members could attend and agreed 
to follow up with the Headmistress.   
 



RECEIVED. 
 

8. TERMS OF REFERENCE AND FREQUENCY OF MEETINGS OF THE 
COMMUNITY AND CHILDREN'S SERVICES COMMITTEE  
Members considered the deferred report of the Town Clerk in respect of the 
annual review of the Committee’s Terms of Reference.   
 
Members were informed that legal advice had been sought by the Town Clerk 
and that libraries sat under the remit of the Culture, Heritage & Libraries 
Committee. Whilst Members agreed that the Committee had no authority 
regarding the budget for libraries, their contribution should be recognised within 
the Committee’s Terms of Reference. The inclusion of the wording: “Libraries - 
in so far as the library services affect our communities, the responsibility of which 
sits under the remit of department of community and children’s services” was 
recommended by the Deputy Chairman.  
 
Members agreed to grant delegated authority to the Chairman and Deputy 
Chairman to further investigate the inclusion of libraries to the Committee’s 
Terms of Reference. 
 
RESOLVED - That:- 
 

1. Subject to Members’ comments/suggestions, the Terms of Reference of 
the Committee be approved; 
 

2. The Committee continues to meet on Fridays or Members consider 
meeting on a different day of the week, provided there are committee 
rooms available; 
 

3. Officers investigate the implications on staff Terms and Conditions of 
Employment and the impact on local risk budgets in respect of overtime 
payments, ahead of a possible trial of holding Community and Children’s 
Services Committee Meetings on two evenings in 2020/21. 
 

4. The Town Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, 
is asked to further investigate the inclusion of libraries to the Committee’s 
Terms of Reference. 

 
9. ADULT SOCIAL CARE SERVICE IMPROVEMENT PLAN (SIP)  

Members received an annual report of the Director of Community and Children’s 
Services providing a strategic overview of the direction of Adult Social Care in 
the City of London and replaces the previous Adult Social Care Self-Assessment 
Action plan of 2018. 
 
A Member queried if there were checks in place to follow up with people that 
were leaving hospital and unable to take care of themselves. An Officer 
confirmed that individuals that were not self-funded were entitled a free service 
providing up to six-week support.  
 



A Member raised concern over the elderly population in the City, e.g. at Golden 
Lane, and how those acting as carers or having to visit care homes were 
supported. Members were informed that care home placements were acquired.                      
on spot purchase but commissioning work with Hackney and the ECG was 
planned to create an action plan for this service. Hospitals and GPs were also 
being assisted by care navigators ahead of patient discharge. It was noted that 
carers were entitled to carers assessments to see if additional support was 
needed.   
 
Members noted the increasing pressures on services caused by people living 
longer and supporting the growing population. It was confirmed that a report 
would follow regarding the Healthcare Amendment Act.  
 
RECEIVED. 
 

10. MIDDLESEX STREET SOCIAL HOUSING AND LIBRARY - GATEWAY 6 - 
OUTCOME REPORT  
Members considered and approved a gateway 6 outcome report of the City 
Surveyor regarding the Middlesex Street Social Housing and Library. 
 
RESOLVED – That the project is closed. 
 

11. GOLDEN LANE ESTATE - CONSULTATION ON LOCATION OF ESTATE 
OFFICE  
Members considered a report of the Director of Community and Children’s 
Services providing an update regarding the consultation on the location of the 
Golden Lane Estate Office.  
 
Officers were congratulated on the excellent consultation that had been carried 
out.  
 
A Member highlighted the importance of resident input into the consultation 
process as they were best placed to comment on an area and felt a lessons learnt 
section would have been useful for Officers to take on board to prevent planning 
embarrassment in the future. A Member noted a request for a consultation policy 
to ensure proper consultation was being carried out with residents and external 
stakeholders in all areas across the City Corporation.  
 
RESOLVED – That Members endorse the recommendation made in paragraph 
23, to proceed with the proposal to build two flats at Great Arthur House and 
retain a smaller estate office on the same site. 
 

12. QUESTIONS ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE WORK OF THE COMMITTEE  
There were none.  
 

13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS THAT THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS URGENT  
 
COVID-19 
Members were reassured that the City Corporation was continuing to work with 
PHE and follow Government guidance concerning the Coronavirus (COVID-19). 



Business Contingency Plans were being updated for all departments across the 
Corporation and the Pandemic Influenza Plan, which was being updated for the 
Coronavirus pandemic, would be finalised by the end of the day. 
 
It was confirmed that the Director of Community & Children’s Services was 
involved in the corporate response. Guidance had been provided on 
Coronavirus, in respect to homeless and vulnerable people and a plan would be 
developed, based on this guidance. 
 
With regards to formal meetings, the Corporation’s current position is business 
as normal; however, Members would be advised if that situation changes at any 
point. In the event that formal meeting practices were to be suspended, decisions 
could be taken under urgency procedures in accordance with the City 
Corporation’s Standing Orders.   
 

14. EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC  
RESOLVED, that – under Section 100A (4) of the  Local Government Act 1972 
the public be excluded from the meeting for the following items of business on 
the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as 
defined in Part 1 (Schedule 12A) of the Local Government Act. 
 

15. NON-PUBLIC MINUTES  
RESOLVED, that – the non-public minutes of the meeting held on 7 February 
2020 be agreed. 
 

16. HOUSING DELIVERY PROGRAMME - PROGRESS REPORT  
Members received an annual report of the Director of Community and Children’s 
Services providing an update on the position with the various projects contained 
in the DCCS’ Housing Delivery Programme which was established to deliver on 
the City Corporation’s commitment to build 700 new homes on its existing social 
housing estates by 2025. 
 

17. GREAT ARTHUR HOUSE RECLADDING PROJECT - GATEWAY 6 - 
OUTCOME REPORT  
Members considered and approved a gateway 6 outcome report of the City 
Surveyor regarding the Great Arthur House recladding project. 
 

18. YORK WAY ESTATE:  PROVISION OF SOCIAL HOUSING - GATEWAY 3 - 
OPTIONS APPRAISAL  
Members were informed that this report was to be deferred to the next meeting 
of the Committee. 
 

19. HOUSING DELIVERY PROGRAMME: PROVISION OF NEW SOCIAL 
HOUSING ON THE SYDENHAM HILL ESTATE, LEWISHAM, SE26 - 
GATEWAY 4 - DETAILED DESIGN  
Members considered and approved a gateway 4 complex report of the City 
Surveyor regarding the Housing Delivery Programme project concerning the 
provision of new social housing on the Sydenham Hill Estate. 
 
 



20. NON-PUBLIC QUESTIONS ON MATTERS RELATING TO THE WORK OF 
THE COMMITTEE  
There were none. 
 

21. ANY OTHER BUSINESS THAT THE CHAIRMAN CONSIDERS URGENT AND 
WHICH THE COMMITTEE AGREE SHOULD BE CONSIDERED WHILST THE 
PUBLIC ARE EXCLUDED  
There was one item.  
 

22. CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES  
RESOLVED, that – the confidential minutes of the meeting held on 7 February 
2020 be agreed. 
 

23. CITY OF LONDON COMMUNITY TRIGGER CASE REVIEW  
Members agreed to defer the decision for this item to the next meeting of the 
Committee. 
 

24. SERVICE RESTRUCTURE  
Members considered a report of the Director of Community and Children’s 
Services concerning Service Restructure.  
 

 
 
The meeting ended at 1.15 pm 
 
 
 

 

Chairman 
 
 
 
Contact Officer: Leanne Murphy  
tel. no. 020 7332 3008 
leanne.murphy@cityoflondon.gov.uk 
 


